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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: Gaming Machine With A Changing Graphical 
Bonus Amount Indicator That May Be Manipulated By A Player Activation Of A 
Control Device. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because of the issues noted on the attached Notice of 
Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review. A proposed drawing correction or corrected 
drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-4, 15 & 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Weiss et al. (US Patent Number 6,142,873). 

Claim 1: Weiss teaches a gaming machine (Fig 1) having a display means (6) 
and a game control means (64) arranged to control images displayed on the 
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display. The game control means being arranged to play a game wherein one or 
more random events are caused to be displayed on the display means (i.e., the 
reels spin) and, if a predefined winning event results, the machine awards a prize. 
(Fig 2) The gaming machine is characterized in that it includes a feature of a 
changing representation of the awarding of the prize (20) and a player-operable 
control device (12) which, upon manipulation by a player, controls an outcome of 
the representation to determine an amount awarded to the player. (Fig 2) 
Claim 2: Fig 1 , 1 1 is a representation of a win meter. 
Claim 3: Fig 1, 1 1 is a graphical display representing a changing award. 
Claim 4: The amount represented by the graphical display (11), where it is 
stopped by the player, is awarded to the player as the prize. (Col 2, 1-6) 
Claim 15: The control device is an actuator (50) operable by the player to stop 
changes in the representation. (Col 3, 46-51) 

Claim 16: Weiss teaches the feature is triggered upon the occurrence of a trigger 

condition arising in a base game. (Abstract) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



6. Claims 5-7, 9-12 & 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Weiss as applied to claim 4 in view of Huard et al. (US Patent Number 5,743,800). 
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Claim 5: Weiss discloses a threshold value such that when that threshold value is 
reached by the graphical display without having being stopped by the player, a 
losing outcome results. (Fig 2, Col 1, 62 - Col 2, 17) Weiss does not, however, 
specifically state that the game controller selects the threshold value. Huard 
teaches the game controller randomly selecting the bonus amount. (Abstract) 
The bonus amount is equivalent to the threshold - it represents the maximum 
bonus amount available. Randomly determining the bonus amount (threshold) 
increases the excitement of the game. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have the game controller 
select the threshold in order to increase the excitement of the game. 
Claims 6, 11: Weiss teaches that when the graphical display (11) commences 
changing (i.e., the bonus accumulates), the player is able to stop the graphical 
display at any time by means of the control device - the quit/retire button (50). 
The arrangement is such that, if the graphical display reaches the threshold value, 
the losing outcome results but, if the player operates the control device (i.e., 
retires) before the threshold value is reached, the player may be awarded the 
amount represented by the graphical display at the time that the control device is 
operated. (Fig 2, Col 1, 62 - Col 2, 17) 

Claims 7, 12: The rate at which Weiss' graphical display (1 1) changes is variable 
and is set by the game control means. (Col 3, 51-55) In this case, the graphical 
display (11) changes by adding the variable amount displayed on reel (18). This 
amount is determined by the control means. 



^m 
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Claims 9, 14: Weiss always displays the threshold. Therefore, should the player 
stop the representation before the threshold value is reached, the game control 
means causes the selected threshold value to be displayed so that the player can 
ascertain when the losing outcome would have resulted. 

Claim 10: Huard teaches a random number being selected as the threshold value 
(i.e., maximum prize amount) by the game control means, the random number 
falling in a predetermined range from one to a highest possible value. (Fig 3) 

7. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Weiss as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Walker et al. (US Patent Number 
5,779,549). 

Claim 17: Weiss teaches the invention substantially as claimed, but does not 
teach the feature being played as a tournament across a bank of linked gaming 
machines. Walker teaches playing a tournament across a bank of linked gaming 
machines. (Abstract) Slot machine tournaments increase the excitement of the 
game due to player competition. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have the feature being played as a 
tournament across a bank of linked gaming machines in order to increase the 
excitement of the game due to player competition. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 8 & 13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art, taken alone or in combination, fails to teach or suggest the game 
controller causing a losing outcome to result even if the player operates the control device 
before the threshold value is reached. 

Conclusion 



1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Reference Name 


US Patent Number 


Applicability 


Schulze 


6,039,649 


Column display 


Kamille 


5,855,514 


Player quits when risk is too high 


Brune et al. 


5,851,148 


Bonus Meter 


Koza et al. 


4,582,324 


Illusion of skill game 


Fey 


N/A 


"Skill-Stop" machines 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Corbett B. Coburn whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3319. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30, Monday-Friday, alternate 



Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Hughes can be reached on (703) 308-1806. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9302 for 
regular communications and (703) 872-9303 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1148. 
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